HISTORY CHRONOLOGY  With special ref to Iona




	  787      [St. Maelruain founds Order of Culdees.]

  797      lona sacked by Danes.

 800      Norse settlements in Scotland begin. Culdees

                spread to Scotland from Ireland. 

795      First Viking raid on lona.

 c. 800    Carving of the high crosses.

  801-802 Connachtach, i8th Abbot. “Scriba selectis-

                simus.”

802 Burning of monastery by Vikings.            

  802-815 Cellach, 19th Abbot.

            Columba’s remains enshrined.

  806 Third Viking attack:  Massacre of sixty-eight monks by Danes,

                traditionally at Martyrs’ Bay.

807-14   Abbot Cellach builds new Columban house at Kells.

  814      Primacy transferred to Kells in Ireland.

  815-832 Dermid, 20th Abbot.

c 818      Primacy transferred from Kells to Dunkeld.

  825      Attack by raiders but Columba’s shrine saved. 19th January, Danish massacre on lona, commemorated as Passion of St. Blathmac and the Martyrs of lona.

  832-854 Innrechtach, 2i st Abbot.

  844      [Kenneth Macalpine, first king of a united

                Scotland.]

c 844      Coronation stone brought from Argyll to

                Scone.

849      Relics of Columba divided between Kells and Dunkeld.

854 Succession of resident Abbots broken.

858      Death of Kenneth MacAlpin; annals claim he was buried in lona.

  860      Kenneth Macalpine buried in lona.

  863      Donald I buried in lona.

c 870      Western Isles subdued by Norwegians.

  877      Constantine I buried in lona.

  878      King Aedh buried in lona.

c 889      King Ging buried in lona.

  900      Donald II buried in lona.

  908      Primacy transferred to St. Andrews.

  954      Malcolm I buried in lona.

  963      King Indulf buried in lona.

  967      King Duff buried in lona.

  976      Shrine of St. Columba robbed.

  980      Aniaf, King of Danes, comes to end days in

                lona.

   986      Massacre of Abbots and fifteen monks by

                 Danes, traditionally on the White Sands.

   997      Constantine III buried in lona.

  1018      [Malcolm II defeats the Northumbrians at

                 Carham, and annexes the Lothians.]

  1034      Malcolm II buried in lona.

             Eleventh Century. lona under Norwegian

                 Diocese of Man and the Isles.

  1040      King Duncan buried in lona.

  1057      Macbeth buried in lona.

             Lulach the Fatuous buried in lona.

  1070      [Marriage of Malcolm Canmore to Saxon

                 Princess, Margaret.]

  1072       Malcolm and Margaret visit lona.

             [Establishment of Roman Christianity in Scot-

                 land.]

  1093       [Celtic reaction.]

  1096      [First Crusade.]

  1097      King Magnus of Norway visits lona.

  1097     Donald Bane, son of King Duncan, died and buried at Dunkeld; but annals

           claim his bones subsequently removed  tolona.

 1098     Expedition by Magnus Barelegs, King  of Norway; respect for a chapel on

           lona recorded in the saga.

1099     Names of abbots of lona still mentioned in Annals of Ulster.

1124      [David I succeeds to throne.] Latinizing of

                 Scottish Church resumed.

  1154      Diocese of Man and the Isles placed under

                 Trondjem (Norway).

  1164      After sixty-five years silence, mention of depu-

                 tation from lona to Ireland. Presence of

                 Culdees on lona first recorded.

01175      William the Lion grants lona’s Lowland

                 Churches and titles in Galloway to Holy-

                 rood. 

c. 1180    Building of St Oran’s Chapel, possibly for the MacDonald Lords of the Isles.

  1188      [Pope Clement III declares Scottish Church

                 independent of English Church.]

             Godred, Norse King of Man, buried in lona.

c 1200      Family of Hy ousted from lona after tenure of

                 640 years.

            Reginald, Lord of the Isles, establishes Mon-

                 astery of Black Monks and a community

                 of Black Nuns (Benedictines) on lona.

c. 1200   Founding of Benedictine Abbey and Nunnery by Reginald, son of Somerled.

c. 1200   Building of parish church of St Ronan.

1203     Papal bull mentions founding of new Monastery on lona.

1203      Pope Clement III takes lona community under

                 his protection.

  1210      lona plundered by Norwegian pirates.

  1263      [Defeat of Haco of Norway at Battle of

                 Largs.]

  1266      Norway cedes Hebrides to Scotland. lona

                 under Dunkeld.

  1314      [Battle of Bannockburn.]

1372     Papal records mention rector for parish of St Ronan on lona.

    1380     John, Lord of the Isles, buried on lona.

    1421     Abbot Dominic MacKenzie succeeds; oversees extensive rebuilding, including replacement of two-level choir, broadening of nave and construction of the tower.

    1499     Bishopric of the Isles and Abbacy of lona brought together; the Abbey church acts de facto as Cathedral of the Isles.

c1500      lona Abbey becomes Cathedral.

  1542      [Accession of Mary, Queen of Scots.]

  1549     Tour of islands by Donald Monro Dean of the Isles; earliest extant description of lona by visitor                  

  1560      [Reformation. Adoption of Protestantism by

                 Scottish Church.]

  1561      Monks expelled from lona.

  1574     Last Prioress of lona, Marion Maclean, gives up Nunnery lands in favour of Hector Maclean of Duart.

1574 Nuns expelled from lona.

               1603      [Union of Crowns of England and Scotland.]

  1609      Statutes of Icolmkill drawn up in lona.

  1610      [First temporary Episcopacy.]

  1635      Charles I orders grant of £400 for the restora-

                 tion of lona Cathedral.

  1638      [Signature of National Covenant. Abolition

                 of Episcopacy.]

  1661      [Second temporary Episcopacy.]

 1675     List of heads of household in lona (24 names).

 1688      1688     William Sacheverell, Governor of Man, visits lona. 

1690      [Re-establishment of Presbytery.]

  1690s    Campbells of Argyll gain supremacy over Maclean territory in Mull and lona.

1693      lona passes from Maclean of Duart to Duke                  of Argyll.

  1693     Description of lona collected by Sir Robert Sibbald; later published in MacFarIane’s Geographical Collections.

1695     Martin Martin visits lona.

   1738-57 John Maclean tacksman of East End.

                1707 Treaty of Union

1712 Patronage Act

1745      lona men fight with Maclean for Prince

                 Charles.

1755 Petition to Duke of Argyll from West End tenants, lona. 

1764     Revd Dr John Walker visits for his Report on the Hebrides.

   1769     Estate map of lona drawn by William  Douglas.

  1772      1772     Thomas Pennant visits lona; the account of his Scottish tour incorporates Sir Joseph Banks’ description of Staffa, the first ever published

1773      Dr. Johnson and Boswell visit lona.

     1774     First schoolmaster appointed on lona, by the SSPCK.

   1779     List of inhabitants on the Argyll Estate drawn up for 5th Duke; in lona were 32 tenants and 12 cottars, total population 249.

   1790     The Marble Company working the marble quarry.1792-94 Flax-spinning trial.

1792     Completion of dyke dividing East and  West Ends.

1802-04 Crofts laid out and allocated to 30 tenants.

1804     Old Parochial Register begun for lona, recording marriages and baptisms.

1818     John Keats visits lona.

1820     Visit of Revd Legh Richmond who donates first library books.

1822     Paddle-steamer the Comet sails from Fort William to Staffa and lona.

1828     Parish Church and Manse built, to Thomas Telford design

1835     Record of deaths begun in Old Parochial Register.

1835     Royal Commission on Religious Instruction, Scotland records highest documented population total for lona,  521.

1841     First nominal national Census, 496 on lona.

1843     Disruption of the Church of Scotland; lona minister Revd Donald McVean  comes out to form Free Church congregation.

1846 First year of the potato famine.

1847 1847     Rents raised 50% in lona; start of Estate-assisted emigration, mostly to North America, and at least 100 leave the island.

1847     Royal cruise of Hebrides; Prince Albert lands on lona, but Queen Victoria  remains on board.

1848     Public road built from Sligineach shore to Machair.

1848     Letting of first farm, Culbhuirg, formed from 5-6 former crofts to Duncan MacPhail of Torosay in Mull.

1849     Barlow sails for Canada from Greenock; 52 lona people on board.

1850     First proper slipway built at Port Ronain, part of public works  programme following potato famine.

1851     Population 337 at Census.

1851     Receiving house for mail set up in village with Archibald MacDonald as first postmaster.

1852     Marmion sails for Australia from Liverpool; 31 lona people on board, assisted by the Highland & Island Emigration Society.

1858     Graveslabs in Reilig Odhrain  rearranged into two ridges.

1861     Population 263 at Census.

1865     Guy Mannering shipwrecked off Machair shore.

1866     Mull and lona Association formed in Glasgow.

1867     Cottage in village built up to become Argyll Hotel.

1868     First Free Church manse converted to  become St Columba Hotel.

1870     Stone known as St Columba’s Pillow  unearthed.

1871 Population 236 at Census.

1872 1874-76 Consolidation of Abbey ruins under  Rowand Anderson.

1878     The Duchess’s Cross erected, to first wife of 8th Duke of Argyll.

1881     Population 243 at Census.

1881     Last New Year’s Day shinty match held on the Machair.

1882     End of peat-cutting rights on Mull, start of coal putter service.

1883     Napier Commission inquiry into conditions of crofters in the Highlands

          & Islands; lona evidence given by Malcolm Ferguson, Cnoc Cul Phail.

1885     Presentation of bookcase and books to  islanders by Thomas Cook (now on display in lona Heritage Centre).

1886     Golf-course laid out on the Machair.

1890     New Crofters’ Commission held hearings in Bunessan and lona; all rents reduced.

1891     Population 247 at Census.

1894     Episcopal retreat house and chapel built.

1897     Commemorative services in Gaelic and English for 1300th anniversary of St Columba’s death.

1897     Opening of new Post Office on village brae; telegraph begins.

1897     Cairn built on Dun I to mark  Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria.

1899      lona Abbey given in trust to the Church of

                 Scotland by George, eighth Duke of

                 Argyll. (By the terms of the Trust Deed,

               it is provided that any recognized Christian

               denomination can apply for its use for

                the celebration of its full office of worship.

                “ It thus becomes the only Church build-

                ing, known to us, in Christendom where

               no Christians are guests but all can claim

               to be at home.” Behold lona.)

1900      [Union of Free and United Presbyterian

               Churches of Scotland.]

1905      Restoration of Abbey Church completed.

1929      [Union of Church of Scotland and United

               Free Church.]

1912     Marble effigies of Duke and Duchess of Argyll installed in Abbey church.

  1914-18 World War I; lona part of a restricted area.

  1920     Garden established in Nunnery ruins, gift of the J.J. Spencer family.

  1921     Population 234 at Census.

  1921     War Memorial unveiled.

  1922     Catherine MacCormick, widow of James MacArthur, reaches 100th birthday; (died aged 100 years 11 months).

  1923     First wireless set on the island.

  1927     Village hall opened.

  1929     Retirement of Coll Maclean, last ferryman to use sail on the Fionnphort-Iona run.

  1931     Population 141 at Census.

 c. 1931   Telephone installed at Post Office.

  1931     New bell installed in Abbey belfry, gifted by visitor D.G. Dunn.

 1935-39 Am Fasgadh (the Highland Folk Museum) set up in empty United Free Church, Martyrs Bay by Dr I.F. Grant.

 1936     First service to be broadcast from the Cathedral, for Gaelic radio.

 1938     Founding of the lona Community by the Revd George F. MacLeod.

 1938     First motor vehicle on the island, the lona Community lorry.

 1938-45 World War II; lona part of a restricted area. 

1938      The lona Community, a Brotherhood of

               Ministers and Men, founded by the Rev.

               George Macleod, D.D.

1940      Chapter House and Library above it restored

               by the lona Community.

1947      Eamonn de Valera visits lona.

1950      The Archbishop of Dublin visits lona.

           The Archbishop of York visits lona.

l953      Opening of Monastery refectory.

1955      Completion of the restoration of the East

               Range (living quarters) of the Monastery

               and of the door and steps leading into the

               Abbey.

           St. Columba’s Shrine re-roofed and completed.

1956      Queen Elizabeth, the Duke of Edinburgh and

               Princess Margaret visit lona.

1956-57   Excavations on the site of the Columban

               foundation carried out. 

1957     Electricity supply switched on at public ceremony in hall

1957      Excavators discover what is believed to be the

               long-lost cell of St. Columba.

           Rev. G. F. Macleod, D.D. (then Leader of

               the lona Community) made Moderator

               of the Church of Scotland.

           St. Oran’s Chapel re-roofed.

1959      Restoration of Cloisters completed.

1959     Jacques Lipchitz sculpture placed in completed cloister garth.

1959     Loch Staonaig made into public reservoir.

1961     Population 130 at Census.

1961     Last working horse put out to graze.

1961      The Michael Chapel opened.

1962      “Street of the Dead” uncovered.

1963      1400th centenary of the landing of St. Columba

               on lona.

1964 Museum completed. 

1965 1964First car ferry Co;umfe>a begins Oban- Mull service, under Captain Colin MacDonald of lona.

1965      Completion of the restoration of the West

               Range of the Monastery, incorporating

               kitchens and main entrance. 

1967     Revd George MacLeod created a life peer.

  1968     Honourable Company of lona Golfers formed.

  1968     Visit by Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother.

  1970     St John’s Cross replica erected on original site.

  1971     Population 145 at Census.

  1973     Local inquiry into proposal for Mull- lona car ferry.

  1974     Last season of King George V and of daily steamer trips from Ohan to Staffa and lona.

  1979     The Hugh Fraser Foundation buys lona for the nation; ownership transferred to the National Trust for Scotland.

 1979      First car ferry service, with MV Morvern, between lona and Fionnphort.

 1981     Population 103 at Census.

 1984     Mary-Ann Maclean reaches 100th birthday; (died aged 105).

 1985     Parish of lona linked with that of Bunessan

 1988     The MacLeod Centre, run by the lona Community, opens.

 1990     St John’s Cross restored and housed in Abbey Museum.

 1990     lona Heritage Centre opens in the manse.

 1990     Custom-built doctor’s surgery opened for use of medical staff visiting from Mull.

 1991     Population 130 at Census.

 1991     Death of Lord MacLeod of Fuinary, founder of the lona Community.

 1991     New vehicle ferry for lona, Loch Buie, able to carry 250 passengers and 10 cars, launched at St Monans Yard, Fife.

1993     Start of work to lay new water pipe, supplied from Loch Assapoll in Mull, underneath Sound of lona.

1996     Visit by the Princess Royal during General Assembly week.

1996     Work begins to replace cap house on Abbey tower; completed November.

1996     Roman Catholic house for retreat and worship built.

1997     1400th anniversary of the death of St Columba.
	
	


